ARVC Michigan

Annual Membership Meeting

October 18, 2010
Quality Inn Forward Conference Center  West Branch, MI
President Tom Briggs called the meeting to order at 7:40pm
Secretary’s Minutes:

Reviewed the minutes from the March 31, 2010 Spring Membership meeting.
Motion by Carl Laming of Totem Pole Park to accept the Secretary’s minutes.      Seconded by Diane Pedersen of Leisure Time Campground  Motion Passed
Treasurer’s Report:
Reviewed the Financial Statements ending May 31, 2010 and for October 16, 2010.
Bob Kern reported that ARVC MI is now using Quickbooks for online accounting, and we are now able to have information more up to date.  Membership dues are still coming in.  Parks have until October 31 to pay their dues.  Travel expenses are up this year this is do to Executive Director Wayne Purchase visiting 184 parks throughout the state this summer.  New membership has been seen from these park visits.  Chris Roth from Jellystone Park Indian River questioned why the directory shipping expense was so much more this year.  Bob Kern reported that the bill was paid earlier than in previous year.  The amount is close to previous years.  Chris Roth also questioned the title for the columns on the reports.  Some suggestions were given to simplify the treasurers report.  Jim Cordray chairman of the finance committee said they would take the comments under advisement and discuss the ideas in committee.  
Motion by Jack Forward of Lakeside Resort Campground to receive the Treasurer’s report for year ending May 31, 2010 and for October 16, 2010.
Seconded by Tom Brennan of Apple Creek Campground & RV Park      Motion Passed
Committee Reports:
Marketing & Communications: Written Report Submitted
Chairman, Tom Briggs presented:  Tom introduced the committee.  Dianna Stampfler & Jeff Potts have been doing a good job for us this year keeping our website updated with information especially availability on holiday weekends.  Dianna attended the Governor’s Conference on Tourism on Mackinaw Island where ARVC Michigan Members Bill and & Betty Workman from Vacation Trailer Park in Benzonia won an award.  Also, Betty was named to the Michigan Travel Commission.  Dianna worked on and promoted to get the Michigan House of Representatives to designate August as Michigan Camping & RV Month.  Tom read the list of those parks that held blood drives at the park with Michigan Blood.  Tate Fischer presented an idea to sell note card and Christmas Cards with a portion of the proceeds to go back to ARVC Michigan.  Tate had several boxes of cards for sale now and if the idea seemed to be popular she would try and have the cards for wholesale at the Spring Trade Show.  Tom continued to report that everyone should be receiving the ARVC Newsletter at least 4 times a year this paper goes out to all parks.  The RV Shows that ARVC will be attending and the Brochure Distribution Program was discussed.  There was an additional RV Show added in Green Bay Wisconsin.  Lastly, Tom read over a list of ways the marketing committee came up with to distribute even more ARVC MI Directories.  
Education & Member Development: Written Report Submitted
Chairman Tim Wilcox presented:  Tim introduced the committee. Tim reported that the committee is working on the conventions.  The committee would like feedback from the membership on seminar ideas and any other convention ideas they may have.  The Spring Convention and Trade Show will be held in Frankenmuth in March.  A Fall Location for 2011 has not been decided on at this time.   
Finance Committee: Written Report Submitted
Chairman Jim Cordray presented.  ARVC MI has switched to Quickbooks online accounting, which enables the Treasurer, CPA, and the Executive Director to have easier access and up to date information available for the board and membership.  
Executive Committee: Chairman Tom Briggs   Written Report Submitted
Travel Michigan’s budget for Pure Michigan was cut this past year and most of the ads were cancelled for the second half of the year.  The Legislature wanted to see a study done on the return on investment for the Pure Michigan funding.  A study was done by Longwoods International that showed the return on investment was from $2.23 to $5.34.  The Legislature however had doubts on the study and cut the funding of Pure Michigan.  Governor Granholm recently found an extra $100 million surplus in the budget and is proposing funding $25 million to the Pure Michigan campaign.  However the Governor does not have the authority to do this the Legislator must approve.  Candidate Rick Snyder was invited to attend our convention, which he was not able to, he sent a comment sheet supporting the Pure Michigan campaign and funding of the program.  Candidate Virg Benero was also invited to the convention but there was no response from him.  Dianna Stampfler commented that the claim tourism should fund itself is false.  Tourism would be able to fund itself if the money raised through tourism was able to go back into tourism programs rather than into the general fund of the state.  There are currently 3 bills out in the Legislature regarding tourism funding and hopefully something will come from them.  
Linda Profaizer the President of National ARVC is retiring at the end of the year, and the National Board hope to have her replacement in place by the InSites Convention in Las Vegas.  There have been discussions with our board and the National office over concerns regarding the Guest Reviews program and some glitches will hopefully be fixed soon.  The National is facing the same challenges as ARVC MI in what benefits do we need to offer in order to keep and promote membership to the association.  Tom wanted feedback from the floor to see how many parks use the member benefits offered by both National and ARVC MI, and what benefits they would like us to explore for the future.  Tom listed the benefits from National and ARVC MI.  Some of the benefits mentioned were the michcampgrounds.com, and michcampgrounds.org websites, newsletters, public relations program with Promote Michigan, directory distribution, brochure distribution program with the ability to work RV Shows, 2 conventions with a trade show and park tours, buying network, membership directory and scholarship opportunity.  National offers credit card processing program, Guest Reviews, Go Camping America website, music license program, and numerous other discount programs.  Comments from the floor included from Steve Hall of Holiday Park Campground would like to see the cost for the National Convention addressed.  The convention is too expensive for some people to attend.  Chris Roth of Jellystone Park Indian River had difficulty signing up for some discount programs.  Make the process a little easier to sign up for the programs.  Tom will discuss these items with National.  Mark Staley of River Ridge Campground brought up ideas for the state to investigate.  Programs for computers, cell phone programs, and builder supply companies.  Other ideas from the floor included programs with Gordons, Sysco, Dollar Tree, Schwann Ice Cream, swimming pool products and Maintenance USA.  Dan Staley of River Ridge Campground wants the board to make sure the deal or discount really is the best deal.  A lot of the time he works a better deal with his local contacts.  
Deb Nagel of Lincoln Pines Resort commented to the floor to remind them that if they are showing movies, having DJ or dances or just have music playing in their parks they need to purchase licenses in order for this to happen.  The fine if parks do not have licenses can be $10,000 per occurrence.  Licenses needed would be MPLC, BMI, ASCAP, and SEASAC.  

Old Business:

No Old Business

New Business:

A. DNRE Citizens Committees
Jim Cordray passed out a letter he received from the DNRE in regards to creating Citizens Advisory Councils.  Jim wanted to bring attention to the reorganization chart for the DNRE and to show who the councils will be influencing.  Jim urged anyone with interest to fill out the application and try to become a member of these councils.  The application deadline is October 25, 2010.  This is a rare opportunity for people in the campground industry to be able to influence the DNRE.  

Elections: 
Open Floor for Nominations: 

For President: Tom Briggs of Grand Rogue Campground & Paddle Sports

Motion by Jim Cordray White River RV Park & Campground to close nominations for President.  Seconded by Joan Holz of Holiday Camping Resort
Motion Passed
Deb Nagel called for unanimous vote for the office of President.  A unanimous vote was cast.  

For Vice President: Tim Wilcox of Gateway Park Campground

Motion by Janice Golda of Troll Landing Camp & Canoe Rental to close nominations for Vice President.  
Seconded by Mark Staley of River Ridge Campground.
Motion Passed 
Deb Nagel called for unanimous vote for the office of Vice President.  A unanimous vote was cast. 

For Treasurer: Mark Staley of River Ridge Campground

Motion by Bob Barnes of Leisure Lake Family Campground to close nominations for Treasurer.
Seconded by Jack Forward Lakeside Resort Campground

Motion Passed
Deb Nagel called for unanimous vote for the office of Treasurer.  A unanimous vote was cast. 

For Board of Directors: Janice Golda of Troll Landing Camp & Canoe Rental




  Tom Brennan of Apple Creek Campground & RV Park




  Winny Yedinak of Beaver Trail Campground




  Susan Novtony of South Haven Family Campground




  Jack Forward of Lakeside Resort Campground




  David Cordray of White River RV Park & Campground
Motion by Joan Holz of Holiday Camping Resort to close nominations for Board of Directors. 
Seconded by Steve Hall of Holiday Park Campground

Motion Passed
Deb Nagel called for unanimous vote for the Board of Directors positions.  A unanimous vote was cast for the six positions.  
Motion by Deb Nagel of Lincoln Pines Resort to adjourn
Seconded by Mark Staley River Ridge Campground
Motion Passed
Meeting adjourned 8:55pm
Respectfully Submitted

Cathy Krueger, Secretary
